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A Mclntire-Stennis supported project

White-tailed deer can strongly affect forest composition and structure,
especially when overabundant. Our 5-year project intends to build
upon a 2-year dataset to understand deer impacts relative to forest
management in a Central Hardwood Forest in southern lllinois. Deer
impacts to oaks and hickories will be assessed using exclosures
and control plots and correlated to deer use. This study will provide
distinct recommendations for planning and evaluation of existing
wildlife and forest management practices in the Central Hardwoods
Region. Analyses of deer impacts in areas undergoing different forest
management regimes will allow for targeted management. This project
will be useful for informing policy regarding management of forests to
benefit both deer and forests on private and public lands.

About Mclntire-Stennis

The Mclntire-Stennis program, a unique federal-
state partnership, cultivates and delivers forestry
and natural resource innovations for a better
future. By advancing research and education
that increases the understanding of emerging
challenges and fosters the development of relevant
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