ECOLOGY OF SYMPATRIC LAGOMORPHS IN BOTTOMLAND
HARDWOOD FOREST ECOSYSTEMS:
Implications for Wildlife and Habitat Management
A McIntire-Stennis supported project
The status of early-successional habitats and wildlife species
associated with them recently has become a concern in the eastern
U.S. Although federal farm programs have the potential to create
early-successional habitats for wildlife, relatively few studies have
assessed wildlife response to these land use changes. This project
will expand upon previous research efforts by my research group to
determine the extent to which swamp rabbits and eastern cottontails
jointly use early-successional bottomlands and assess the influence
of habitat and landscape characteristics on habitat use. Field
techniques employed during this project include rabbit capture and
fitting with radiocollars for radiotracking. Vegetation measurements
will yield insight into rabbit use of early-successional habitats.
This study will provide natural resource managers with a better
fundamental understanding of lagomorph populations in bottomland
ecosystems and habitat management recommendations to improve
their status.
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